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Welcome 
& Introductions

Jo Wotton MIEMA CEnv
• Associate Director, Environmental Planning
• LUC

Josh Fothergill FIEMA CEnv

• Founder & Director
• FothergillTC



Please download and install the 
Slido app on all computers you use

Join at slido.com
#1049904

ⓘ Start presenting to display the joining instructions on this slide.



Disproportionate EIA? 



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Are EIA Reports 
disproportionate? If so, why do 
you think this is?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Session 1 Slido Results (34 Participants)



Session 2 Slido Results (34 Participants)



EIA that delivers valuable & accessible information 
that positively influences development design and 
consenting to the benefit of developers, communities 
and the environment

Proportionate EIA is…



Key Areas for Action
1.Enhancing People – so those involved have the skills, 

knowledge & confidence to avoid overly precautionary approach.

2.Improving Scoping – to generate a more consistently 
focused approach to this critical activity throughout the EIA 
process.

3.Sharing Responsibility – enabling a proportionate 
assessment requires collaborative actions working towards a 
shared goal.

4.Embracing Innovation & Digital - modernising EIA 
practices to deliver more effective and efficient assessment and 
reporting.

[Fothergill et al, 2017 (IEMA)]



Solution 1: Seek consensus before writing EIAR
Reap the rewards of consultee discussion + buy-in
Too Little and Too Much info = Problematic EIAR

Source: Dept for Infrastructure Northern Ireland, 
DMPN 9C: EIA Scoping (Forthcoming, 2025)



What your EIAR said…

Vs

Valuable reader content!

Solution 2: Conduct an EIAR Teardown session

Outcomes: Change EIAR approach, Update 
consenting / statutory advice, Adapt Guidance...

Examples: OWSD-Scotland, EIA Quality Mark

Take a complete EIAR / a topic Chapter & 
its Appendices and literally tear it apart… 
Identify what is:
- Essential information & useful context 
- Repeated content available elsewhere / 

undue filler that could be removed. 



Solution 3: EIAR Presentation Style & Approach
Using Narrative and Cross-Referencing

An EIAR has many audiences…
These audiences have different needs…
EIA often identifies cross-cutting issues…. 

Competent 
Authority

Developer

Legal 
Advisers 

Statutory 
Consultees

The Public

Objectors

Environment 
Groups

Hard to write for all these audiences with a 
technical + compliance focussed approach

Using narrative style and cross-referencing 
helps cater for and direct varied user needs



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

What are the solutions to deliver 
proportionate EIA Reports?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Session 1 Slido Results (31 Participants)



Session 2 Slido Results (21 Participants)



Session 3 Slido Results (10 Participants)



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

As practitioners / consultees, do you feel 
equipped to prepare / input to / comment on 
proportionate EIA?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Session 1 Slido Results (26 Participants)



Session 2 Slido Results (17 Participants)



Session 3 Slido Results (9 Participants)



Thank You
& Stay in Touch

Jo Wotton MIEMA CEnv

• E: Jo.Wotton@landuse.co.uk 

Josh Fothergill FIEMA CEnv

• E: Josh@fothergilltc.com 

mailto:Jo.Wotton@landuse.co.uk
mailto:Josh@fothergilltc.com
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